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Parliament; that its treasure could be exhausted, its honour exposed, and its safety risked, for no other end than to advance that foreign interest, and make such a compliance the price of favour and power; we are convinced it would be attended with more alienation of the hearts of the people from his Majesty's person and family, than almost any other mismanagement could ever produce. We therefore think it the highest duty we owe to our King and country, to enter our timely protest against the approach of so fatal a mischief, to deprecate the pernicious effects of it in the most solemn manner we can, and to express our earnest desire, that this motion had been complied with, in order to stop an evil in its beginnings, by the prudent and salutary intervention of one House of Parliament, which by the increasing corruption of Ministers, may be extended so far, as either to throw this nation into the greatest disorder, or reduce it to a state of the meanest dependency.
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